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Singh established his first regular contact with that country
soon after his conquest of Multan in ISIS.17 In the beginning
there were no regular Vakils of either power representing their
courts, but there existed an annual interchange of presents and
civilities between the Amirs and Ranjit Singh through specially
deputed envoys.18 In 1823, the Maharaja with a large force
marched down the side of the Indus from Bakhar, deputing a
portion for collecting tribute from Tank and Bannu. He
himself reached as far down as Sultan Shahr from where he
sent Allard and Ventura to Mithankote. The Amirs, alarmed
at his progress, sent envoys who accompanied the Maharaja to
Lahore. Since that time it became a point of anxious concern
with the Amirs to cultivate the friendship of the Maharaja,
and a regular communication ensued between Lahore and
Sindh.19

In the same year (1823), following an adverse decision of
the British Government with regard to the Wadni case. Ranjit
Singh began to make extensive military preparations and
concentrated his forces around Lahore. It was suspected that
he entertained hostile designs against the British Government,
but Captain Wade (who had succeeded to the office of British
Agent at Ludhiana in June of that year) was of opinion that
his real object was the conquest of the upper provinces of
Sindh and Shikarpur.

The Maharaja's military preparations continued during the
years 1824 and 1825 under the guidance of his newly employed
French officers. The object of the contemplated expedition
was given out to be the punishment of the Bilochees who had

31 By 1820, Ranjit Singh had established his authority in the Punjab
and had reached its geographical boundaries. Kashmir in the north, and
Multan and the Derajat in the west had been conquered. In the south-
east Sutlej had been his boundary according to the Treaty of Amritsar
since 1809. In the north-east the hill chiefs had been humbled and
subjugated. Sindh was the only direction in which the territories of the
ambitious Sikh monarch could possibly be extended.
18 Wade to Colebrook, August 11, 1828, Book 96, Letter 113 (96/113),
Punjab Government Records.
15 Wade to Elliott, 24th August, 1823 94/15 and Wade to Colebrook,
August 11, 1928,96/113.